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Meeting Report 
 Tobacco-Free Partnership of Dixie/Gilchrist County 

December 11, 2008, 12:00 – 1:00 PM  
 
 

Location:  Lighthouse Restaurant 
  7600 Hwy 19 
  Fanning Springs, FL  32693 

 
 
Attendees:  

• Dr. Dawn Grinenko, QDREF, Gilchrist County 
• Tracy DeCubellis, QDREF, Dixie County 

• Steven Rose, American Cancer Society 

• Manette Cheshareck, Tobacco Cessation Specialist, Suwannee River 
AHEC (Dixie & Gilchrist Counties) 

• Lynne McIntosh, Dixie District Schools 

• Perry Davidson, Dixie District Schools 
 
 
Members not in Attendance:  

• Marianne Bennink, Tobacco Prevention Specialist, Dixie and Gilchrist 
Counties 

• Chris DeCubellis, Gilchrist County UF IFAS Extension Office 

• Donna Creamer, Pure Water Wilderness, Gilchrist & Dixie Counties 
• Kyle Stone, Gilchrist County Chamber of Commerce 

• Jeane Troke, Troke Realty, Gilchrist County 
• Jim Troke, Troke Realty, Gilchrist County 
 

 
Agenda:   
Steven Rose of the American Cancer Society discussed the proposal to increase 
the Florida Cigarette Excise Tax.  A meeting agenda has been attached. 
 
 
 
Meeting:   
A combined meeting was held of the Gilchrist and Dixie County Tobacco Free 
Partnership at the Lighthouse restaurant in Fanning Springs. Approximately 100 
people were invited through email invitations, mailed invitations and personal 
phone calls. We had a very engaged meeting despite the poor turnout. On the 
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day of the meeting there were tornado warnings and the funeral of a local leader 
perhaps contributing to the poor turnout. 
 
The American Cancer Society was contacted to provide a community forum on 
the proposed cigarette tax. Steven Rose, our guest speaker reviewed the ACS 
position statement on what is described as a Cigarette User fee instead of an 
Excise tax. A $1.00 increase in the cost of cigarettes translates to a 3.5% decline 
in young adult smoking and a 7% decline in the number of kids smoking. 
Currently Florida taxes cigarettes 33.9 cents per pack which ranks as the 46

th
 

lowest in the nation. The average cost of a pack of cigarettes in Florida is $3.44 
while the U.S. average is $4.22. There are more cigarettes sold in Florida than 
any other state in the nation at 1.3 Billion in 2007 with the largest amount of 
tobacco industry advertising at $930.4. With 90% of today’s smokers starting 
before the age of 18, the industry is targeting Florida’s children. 
 
The volunteers present were trained in obtaining petitions for the ACS effort to 
raise awareness for the Cigarette User Fee and agreed to consider a community 
wide effort to promote obtaining signatures and community awareness. 
 
Those in attendance expressed their sense that the community will take some 
time to be engaged in the tobacco free partnership secondary to the high number 
of adult smokers in this small community and continued tobacco farming. They 
voiced there opinion that youth involvement will be the best motivator for adult 
involvement. Unfortunately, Dr. Grinenko was denied permission for selected 
SWAT members to attend the meeting because they had not yet taken or passed 
their FCAT test. Dr. Grinenko had the opportunity to speak with each of the 
parents who seemed very enthusiastic about their children being involved in this 
effort. 
 
Future strategies to improve attendance: Announce in local newspaper, try an 
evening meeting, door prizes, affiliate with a local community leader, perhaps the 
city manager will have ideas. 
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